Dear Representative/Senator:

I am writing you today as an aspiring franchise business owner.  Several weeks ago, I made the decision to use $XX of my (personal savings/retirement savings/investment dollars) to purchase and operate a [NAME OF BUSINESS].  Given the ongoing challenges facing our economy, I was hesitant, yet hopeful, that due to my strong credit history I could obtain the financing necessary to complete the deal.  After talking to several lenders, I learned it was nearly impossible to finance the amount of startup cash required due to the frozen credit markets.  Regardless, I remained hopeful the recent efforts taken by Congress would encourage local and national lenders to provide loans and lines of credit to people like me.  
Small businesses and entrepreneurship, in general, has received a lot of lip-service on the nightly news and in Washington, DC.  From what I can gather, just about everyone in America agrees that small, locally owned businesses are going to help restore our economy.  At one meeting I recently attended, I heard an individual speak about how he started his firm during the recession of the 1980’s and it was the best decision he ever made.  He went so far to claim that tomorrow’s millionaires are being formed right now during this crisis.  That type of optimism is both infectious and mutual.  A lot of people, me included, believe that during this down economy, the time to take a risk and follow through on the dream of owning your own business is here.  
Much has been said about the need to support our country’s entrepreneurs—but little action has been taken that is actually working.  If was able to obtain my loan I could be open for business this year and potentially employing up to XX people.  I know that I am not alone in my experience. Without financing there are many future business owners who cannot get into business for themselves.  Each day we all hear about the trillions of dollars the federal government is working to put into the economy to get it going.  But where is it going?  It certainly has not gotten to my bank.  

Sincerely, 

