Dear Representative/Senator:
As a member of the franchise business community, one of my challenges is to cultivate and expand our franchise business.  The most important mission we have is to identify and assist qualified individuals realize their dream of becoming small business owners.  Recently, a tremendous amount of attention and effort has been paid to the inability of Main Street businesses to access the necessary capital to realize their dream.  I hear a lot of talk in Washington, but frankly not much progress is being made out here on Main Street.  The direct result is a detrimental impact on the growth of new small business entrepreneurs.  
As a franchise company, we are working to put smart, motivated and highly qualified individuals into business for themselves.  Across the country, many individuals are turning to franchising because of the unique advantage of going into business for themselves, but not by themselves.  Currently, the most common hurdle on the path to business ownership is access to financing.  The failure of the U.S. credit market is denying many of our best applicants their dream of business ownership.  

In the past, many franchise owners have utilized the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) loan guarantee programs.  Franchising gives small businesses an extra margin of help through access to training, business methods and marketing support provided by the franchisor.  I believe that franchising offers the U.S. economy a strong foundation from which to encourage job growth and recovery.  Providing franchised businesses access to capital and improving the conditions for lending will ensure that these small business entrepreneurs will be positioned to help lead us out of recession.  

Over the past decade, small businesses have accounted for 60-80 percent of annual job creation, and currently account for almost 50 percent of total jobs in the private sector.   A recent report by the International Franchise Association (IFA) Educational Foundation determined that for every $1 million of lending obtained by franchised businesses, 34.1 jobs are created and $3.6 million in annual total economic output is realized.  Congress should be devoting more resources and tools to the small business sector.  Without this critical support, more and more individuals like me will find it increasingly difficult to get into business for ourselves, start creating jobs and help the economy grow.   

Sincerely, 
