
Get Ready for Las Vegas!

Dave Mortensen and Chuck Runyon  

Chuck Runyon, Co-Founder and CEO

In 2002, Chuck Runyon revolutionized the fitness industry when he and Dave Mortensen co-founded Anytime 
Fitness -- smaller, neighborhood gyms featuring convenience, affordability, quality equipment and surprisingly 
personable service in friendly, non-intimidating facilities. 

For his unprecedented and unique contributions to the fitness industry, in 2009, Runyon was honored as 
the “John McCarthy Industry Visionary of the Year” by the International Health, Racquet, and Sportsclub 
Association (IHRSA).
  
More recently, Runyon was honored by Chief Executive magazine with its inaugural “Leadership” award for 
his commitment to investing in people and relationships.  Specifically noted were Runyon’s efforts to help his 
employees become not merely more productive workers, but better people.  

Under Runyon’s leadership, Anytime Fitness has earned numerous industry accolades, including:  

• “The #1 Franchise in the world.”
• “One of America’s Most Promising Companies.” 
• “The Fastest-Growing Fitness Club in the world.” 
• “The Best Place to Work in Minnesota.” 

Franchisor Spotlight:  Anytime Fitness // Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Hear from Anytime Fitness Co-
Founders, Dave Mortensen and 
Chuck Runyon, about how they 

built the world’s largest and fastest-
growing co-ed fitness club franchise.  
Franchising since 2002, Anytime Fitness 
will have more than 3,500 franchised 
units and 36 company-owned units in 
all 50 states and in 30 countries on five 
continents by January of 2017.  For 
nine straight years, the brand has been 
averaging more than 300 new gyms 
per year and in 2015, Anytime Fitness 
achieved more than $1-Billion in system-
wide annual revenue for the first time 
ever!  What is the secret to their success?  
First learn how Mortensen (President) 
and Runyon (CEO) revolutionized the 
fitness industry by designing smaller, 

neighborhood clubs that are open 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year, featuring 
the things their now nearly 3-million 
members want most:  convenience, 
affordability, quality equipment and 
surprisingly personable service in friendly, 
non-intimidating facilities.  Why are more 
than 3,500 franchisees and members so 
passionate about the brand that they have 
tattooed the company’s “Runningman 
logo”” on their bodies?  What can you 
learn from the brand to prompt similar 
loyalty with your consumers?  Find out 
about plans to evolve the company’s 
business model to meet the demands of 
the next generation of fitness consumers 
and hear how Anytime Fitness will 
positively impact its customers – even 
when they are not in the gym.  Finally, 

discover how under Mortensen’s and 
Runyon’s leadership, the company has 
earned numerous industry accolades 
including being ranked by Entrepreneur as 
a #1 Global franchise, having Forbes name 
the brand one of “America’s Most Promising 
Companies” and a “Top Franchise For 
Your Buck” and being identified by CNN 
as one of the three “Biggest Players” in 
the fitness industry.  How did they do it 
and what’s next?  In an eye-opening and 
candid discussion, you’ll hear war stories, 
lessons learned and real-world strategies 
for building your brand, investing in people 
to yield amazing results (did we mention 
Anytime Fitness’ #1 stakeholder is their 
staff?), and positioning your company 
as not just any franchise business but an 
extraordinary franchise business.

DAVE MORTENSEN, President and Co-Founder 

With more than 25 years of experience managing, consulting, owning and franchising health clubs, Dave 
Mortensen has distinguished himself as a leading authority in the field of fitness.  Mortensen revolutionized the 
fitness industry when he and Chuck Runyon co-founded Anytime Fitness – an alternative to big-box gyms. In 
contrast, Mortensen and Runyon designed smaller, neighborhood clubs featuring the things members want most: 
convenience, affordability, quality equipment and surprisingly personable service in friendly, non-intimidating 
facilities. 

The first Anytime Fitness club opened its doors in Cambridge, MN in May of 2002.  In the years since, Anytime 
Fitness has quickly become an international powerhouse -- with more than 3,000 gyms located in all 50 states 
and nearly 30 countries on five continents, serving more than 2.5 million members. 

Under Mortensen’s leadership, Anytime Fitness has earned numerous industry accolades, including “One 
of America’s Most Promising Companies,” “Top Global Franchise” and “Fastest-Growing Fitness Club.”  
Additionally, Anytime Fitness has been honored as a “Military Friendly Franchise,” a “Top Franchise for 
Minorities” and “The Best Place to Work in Minnesota” four years in a row.  


